
The Utah Dressage Society sent me to the annual 

convention for 2009.  Off I went to Austin, Texas 

as one of our Region 5 delegates.  Each Group 

Member Organization (GMO) is allowed to send 

delegate(s) to the Board of Governors Meeting.  

What a great experience!  To see the bigger pic-

ture of how our governing body operates was 

extraordinary.  I had mandatory meetings I had to 

attend, such as the Board of Governors meet-

ings.  There was also a schedule of different 

council meetings, as well as committee meet-

ings, and varying continuing education seminars, 

and round table discussions.   

 

The Board of Governors meetings were very 

lengthy and filled with discussion over votes that 

were on the table.  I found the conversation very 

informative and interesting.  Here are a few 

things that were under consideration for the new 

budget and voted on: 

The current budget that USDF is operating under 

has been reduced.  The work force of USDF has 

decreased from 42 to 35 full time employees 

and contractors.  No part time employees have 

been engaged during this period, nor are any 

budgeted for.  There has been a freeze on staff 

annual pay increases and bonuses.  We were 

told that the USDF office was running lean and 

could not afford to lose anymore of its experi-

enced, competent staff.  Stephen Heinszch, the 

Executive Director of USDF, commented that the 

Kentucky Horse Park is booming and he is con-

cerned that USDF will lose staff to those entities, 

if the freeze on salary increases and bonuses is 

not removed.  If you have ever dealt with the staff 

at USDF (which I’ve had a lot of this year!), they 

are outstanding and thoroughly helpful!     

With the hot topic of the 2008 BOG meeting 

dead (Rider Standards.), this year’s hot topic was 

the budget.  There were discussions of ways to 

increase membership.   

The forecast budget shortfall was reported as 

$237,714.  The potential  revenue impact of the 

dues increase is forecasted at $237,444.  This is 

based on the assumption that the current mem-

bership volume will be maintained.   

Now, I know some of you are thinking that this 

increase in dues could have a negative impact on 

participation volume.  Historically, the statistics 

indicate that when USDF has increased dues, it 

has no negative impact on participation.  The last 

increase was in 2004 and followed by a growth in 

membership until 2007.  As we all know, the econ-

omy has taken its toll on all of us.  The Ad.hoc 

committee indicated suggested that by the time 

these dues would be in effect, the country could 

be in a recovery mode.   
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Reminder:   UDS Membership 

year ends November  30, 

2009.  Renewal for 2010   

begins December 1, 2009. 

See our website to renew on-

line  

http:utahdressagesociety.net or 

print a form and mail to  

UDS 

P.O. Box 562 

Draper, Utah 84020 

     RENEWAL FOR UDS 

Member-

ship Type 

Current 

Dues 

2011 

Dues 

Most Recent Increase 

Participat-

ing Member

  

$62.00 $75.00

  

2004- $50.00 to 

$62.00 

Youth 

Member-

ship

  

$35.00

  

$60.00 2005-$25.00 to $35.00 

GMO 

Member-

ship 

$17.00

  

$20.00

  

2004-$10.00 to $17.00 

  

GMO Family 

Member-

ship 

$8.00

  

$10.00

  

2006-added GM support 

Membership 

  

Business 

Member-

ship 

$175.00 $200.00 2008-changed to one 

Membership 

USDF PM 5 

yr. Member-

ship 

$250.00 $300.00 Never been increased 

USDF PM 

Lifetime 

$1,000.00 $1,500. Never been increased 

  



Other news is, George Williams is 

our new USDF President and 

Melissa Creswick is our new Vice-

President.  Melissa is a former CDS 

Director and President, USDF Re-

gion 7 Director, and member of the 

USEF Dressage Committee.  She is 

a clinician that has been coming to 

Utah for years, and has been very 

vocal in my own personal career.  

She should be a tremendous addi-

tion to the USDF Executive Board.  

Another addition was the election 

of Steve Schubert of New England 

as Treasurer.  He should also be a 

fresh asset to the board. 

 

As a delegate we were treated to 

reports from the President, the 

Executive Director, the President of 

USEF (John Long), and the USEF 

High Performance Committee.   

I attended the BOG last year purely 

out of curiosity and to gain a 

broader perspective on the larger 

picture of USDF.  I am glad I did so. 

I don’t know that I would have 

been able to follow the discussion 

as closely.  Last year gave me an 

idea of how the BOG is organized 

and that I really do represent our 

GMO.  It is a year long commitment 

to be a delegate.  I now see why.  It 

helps to read the reports prior to 

the convention, so I can be as pre-

pared and representing you all as 

thoroughly as possible.  At least 

this years BOG was not as heated 

and ugly as last year!  Those rider 

standards did not go over too well! 

 

Level through Fourth Level tests 

next December.  Just a few cool 

changes are: only three tests per 

level, all tests will be approximately 

the same length in time, circles 

and transitions will be closer to “A” 

instead of “C” for the spooky young 

horses.  And Fourth Level will be 

made simpler, so there is more of 

a difference with Prix St. George. 

I attended a round table discus-

sion group with GMO’s.  It was 

great to hear what other GMO’s are 

doing around the country to get 

members more involved, revenue 

ideas, education that appeals to 

the broader membership, and 

bring in new membership.  Some 

ideas that have been done around 

that country were:  a calendar that 

brings in money to club that has all 

pertinent dates and fun facts, dif-

ferent clinics with ideas of clini-

cians that appeal to specific mem-

ber groups, silent auction ideas (IE-

battle of the barn baskets).  It was 

also very beneficial to be able to 

network with other GMOs as a 

resource for the future. 

 

A few other meeting I attended 

were the “L” Program Q & A, 

Judges meeting, Youth Advisory & 

Council meetings, and a Freestyle 

work session.  It was beneficial to 

hear what the judges are dealing 

with and see how they intend to 

take care of current judging issue.   

area young riders.  It was truly 

amazing to be able to contribute 

in the Freestyle meeting towards 

changes that will appear on the 

test sheets.   

 

All in all, this convention gave me 

a sense of the bigger, broad pic-

ture of USDF, the difference we 

all as individuals can make in our 

sport, and the respect and admi-

ration I have for people that have 

been putting themselves out 

there for years.   

 

As a board member of the UDS, I 

came back with a wealth of 

knowledge and ideas to further 

expand our club.  I would like to 

invite anyone who has a passion 

for any particular aspect of our 

GMO, to contact me anytime.  I 

will be starting a few new com-

mittees and could use some 

input and assistance. 

 

In closing, I would like to thank 

all our membership for their on 

going commitment to the UDS 

and our sport at large.  If it were 

not for your involvement and 

passion, the UDS board could 

not attend this convention and 

bring back such knowledge.  It 

does take a village!  You are all 

amazing individuals, and in turn 

we are an extraordinary group. 
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M E E T  T H E  M E M B E R S  

 I grew up in the Midwest training and showing Quarter Horses in west-

ern  pleasure, reining, English Hunt Seat and rodeo events.  I purchased 

my first Arabian horse, Stride, a few years ago and began taking dres-

sage lessons .  I also enjoy trail riding and the competing In Sports Horse 

events with him.  Other hobbies include gardening, camping and other 

outdoor activities. 

 
Shaunna Brunken 

In the past, the UDS Newsletter 

highlighted new members.  It is a 

good way for everyone to get to 

know new members.  I have asked 

for anyone who joined the UDS in 

2009 and who would like to be 

introduced to the club to send in a 

paragraph or two about them-

selves.    

 

Walter Zettl Clinic 

has been cancelled 
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USDF  Annual Conventionñcontinued from page 1 
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Magic Valley Chapter is pleased to announce 

Melonie Kessler “S”  

meloniekesslerdressage.com 

DRESSAGE FORUM 

Friday April 23rd 2:00 pm, Saturday April 24th  Sunday April 25th starting at 8:00 am 

SUGAR LOAF ARENA 

(Formerly Thomason Arena) 

57 South 800 East, Jerome, ID 

Non Magic Valley Chapter Audit fees $10.00 a day, Riding spots $100 

Non Magic Valley Chapter Members $120 

5 spots available on Friday, 10 on Saturday, 10 on Sunday 

For more information contact Marleen Thomason 

208-308-2651, 208-736-6062 sterdent@mingspring.com 

For stabling contact Kathleen Thomason 

208-324-5129, 208-316-2640 dthoma@onewest.net - Sunday only 

Alison Child, Trology Saddle representative will be doing saddle fit evaluations, consultations and custom fitting for your horse.  

 Contact her at 435-640-3287 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

T H O U G H T S  F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T  

Message from the Prez: 

Where is Spring?  As I look at the snow out my window I wonder when riding outside will be viable.  I know that 

warmer weather is just around the corner and will keep faith that getting out in the sunshine will be a reality. 

 

We wrapped up Part One of the “L” Education Program and are very glad to have offered this learning opportu-

nity for our members.  Look for an article on the “L” Program in the next Connections Magazine.  The USDF is 

planning to use some of our pictures and will be commenting on how we did the “L” in Utah! 

 

I am glad to see that more members are stepping up and offering to help out where needed.  The more people 

involved the easier it is!  We are in full swing with planning our annual show in June, have some fun events up 

our sleeves and are tossing around ideas to expand and support our schooling shows – so stay tuned!   

 

If you have an article to share for the newsletter, please let us know!  We are always looking for interesting con-

tent from our members.  Until next time - be safe and ride well! 

Classified Ads 

 

Wanted: EXPERIENCED DRESSAGE INSTRUCTOR to join our team at Sweetwater Equestrian Center, 2655 South, 300 

West, Heber City, Ut 84032.  Call Dennis Cusick, 801-404-4223. 

Imported From Germany – German crafted, top quality leather black riding boots.  Will fit ladies size 8.5-9. New in box, A 

bargain at $230. 

 

 

Please call Janet 801-721-9963 or email Jdunworth62@yahoo.com 

mailto:sterdent@mingspring.com
mailto:dthoma@onewest.net
mailto:Jdunworth62@yahoo.com
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C L A S S I F I E D  A D  R A T E S  

Newsletter Ads will also be run on the UDS website for no additional 

charge.  

UDS Members receive 100 free words per year per member in the 

classifieds. 

 

Rates for Display Ads: 

      Full Page $50. 00 per issue 

      Half Page $25.00 per issue 

      Business Card $15. per issue 

 

Rates for Classified Ads: 

       Up to 25 words $5.00 

       

Up to 

Make checks payable to  

Utah Dressage Society 

P. O. Box 562 

Draper, Utah 84020 or 

 

Use PayPal to pay for your ads.  Be sure to notate on check or PayPal 

that the payment is for a Newsletter Ad. 

 

Deadline for Newsletters is the 5th of each month.  Ads must be paid 

for before this time. 

CLASSIFIED ADS—Continued 

Free Care Lease: 

Rastede West, aka 'Billy', is available for a free care lease to approved lessee.  

 

She must stay at Creamayre Brook Farm. (Heber City, UT). Lessee would be responsible for board, routine vet & farrier.  

 

Billy is well broke on the flat and has three wonderful gaits. She schools 2nd level dressage. She has won many blue rib-

bons for her amateur owner in training level dressage on the local circuit. 

Billy is a big girl at 17 hands. She is a lovely mover, easy off the leg and light in the hand. She is best suited for a confident 

& experienced rider. She is not children's or beginner horse. 

 

Billy is a registered & branded Oldenburg mare (1994). She has champion bloodlines and was awarded Premium Filly by 

the ISR. She is also registered in the Main Mare Book and has a lifetime membership with the USDF. She is also a proven 

broodmare having had one foal. This is an excellent opportunity to enjoy & ride a horse of her caliber without the invest-

ment of ownership. Owner would like a six month lease. Lessee must be willing to sign lease agreement & provide refer-

ences. Thank you. 

 

Please call Janet (801) 721-9963 or email Jdunworth62@yahoo.com. 
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Sage Creek Goes Green!  

 
Letôs face it: horse farms have a high impact on the environment, especially the larger ones.  Here 
are some of the choices Sage Creek has made to be more environmentally friendly and reduce en-
ergy consumption: 
 
-Switch to grooming and cleaning products labelled as ñbiodegradableò. Sage Creek used to use a 
lot of harsh cleansers like Comet or Ajax around the barn. Now we use a more eco-friendly product 
called ñBon Amiò. It does just as good a job, with no toxic chemicals. There are lots of commonly 
used products out there that have a safer alternative. 
 

-Invest in automatic waterers. They use only as much water as a horse will drink, so there is no 

waste. Since the water circulates regularly, it wonôt provide a habitat for mosquitos like large 

troughs will. They are easier to keep clean, too.  

-Where troughs are necessary, use solar powered ones. Our troughs at Sage Creek have a solar 

panel on the front that heats the trough and keeps the water from freezing in the winter, eliminating 

the need for electric heaters.  

-Recycle your grain bags. Large barns like Sage Creek can go through as many as 3 bags of grain 

per day. This adds up to quite a stack, so do the environment a favor and take them to the nearest 

recycling center every few weeks.  

-Recycle manure. There are always local gardeners, organic farmers, landscape companies, nurs-

eries, etc. who are looking for free compost. At Sage Creek we have three local businesses who 

keep our manure pile in check.  

-Install rubber mats in your horsesô stalls. Not only does it cut down on dust and allergens, but you 

donôt have to use as much bedding. Less bedding means less waste.  

-Use sawdust for bedding instead of larger wood chips or shavings. Despite the name, this type of 

bedding is not at all dusty. Neither is it as ñfluffyò as shavings, but if you have rubber mats this 

shouldnôt matter. The smaller wood particles are easier to sift through a manure fork, resulting in 

significantly less waste and cleaning time. Less bedding in the manure pile also makes for a higher

-quality compost, making it easier to find someone to give it to.  

-Make sure through your sawdust supplier that the wood is free of pesticides.  

-If you do laundry at your barn, get an Energy Star rated, front-load washer and dryer. Front load-

ers use 75% less water and 85% less energy than top loaders, and make your saddle pads, rags 

and wraps last longer. The high-efficiency soap used in these types of washers is better for the en-

vironment because you use less of it.  
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Rose Ranch Spring Dressage 
Contact Allison Wicks 
South Jordan, UT 

UDS April 24, 2010 Open: March 13 
Close: April 19 

CCEC Schooling  School 
Contact: Stacy Williams 
St. George, UT 

Schooling May 1, 2010 Close: April  24 

Idaho Dressage Festival I & II 
Contact Caroline Hermann 
Nampa, ID 

USEF/USDF/UDS/ODS/IDEA 
NAYJRC qual 

May 8,2010 
May 9, 2010 

Open: March 13 

Hoofprints Dressage 
Contact:  Nance Allen 
Sandy, UT 

Schooling May 12, 2010   

Lynnleigh Farm Dressage Show 
Contact: Darcy 801-571-5592 
Sandy, UT 

UDS Tentative: May 15 Open: March 31 
Close:  May 5 

Hoofprints Dressage 
Contact:  Nance Allen 
Sandy, UT 

Schooling June 9, 2010   

C&M Farm Summer Dressage 
Contact: Michael Taylor 
Pocatello, ID 

USEF/USDF/UDS/IDEA June 19-20, 2010 Open: May 1 
Close: Jun 4 

Wasatch Back Show I & II 
South Jordan Equestrian Center 
Alison Child 

USEF/USDR/UDS/RMDS July 16, 2010 
July 17, 2010  

Fri-Sat 

Open Jun 4 
Close Jun 25 

Sage Creek I and II 
Contact: Simone Windeler 
Heber City, UT 

USEF/USDF/UDS/RMDS/NAYJR

C qual 
June 18, 2010 
June 19, 2010 

Open:  May 1 
Close: Jun 1 

UDS Annual Shows I and II 
Contact : Sue Jero 
South Jordan, UT 

USEF/USDR/UDS/RMDS June 25, 2010 
June 26, 2010 

Open: May 12 
Close: June 11 

Sage Creek III and IV 
Contact: Simone Windelar 
Heber City, UT 

USEF/USDF/UDS/RMDS July 31, 2010 
August 1, 2010 

Open: June 14 
Close: July 16 

Hoofprints Dressage 
Contact: Nance Allen 
Sandy, UT 

Schooling August 11, 2010   

Pegasus Event Center 
Contact:  Carol Buhler 
Grantsville, UT 

Schooling August 21, 2010   

Great American Insurance Group/USDF 
Region 5 Dressage Championships 
Colorado Horse Park, Parker, CO 

  September 2-5, 2010   

2010 World Equestrian Games 
Kentucky Horse Park 
Lexington, KY 

  September 2-5, 2010   

Pegasus Event Center 
Contact:  Carol Buhler 
Grantsville, UT 

Schooling October 16, 2010   



Utah Dressage Society 

P. O. 562  

Draper, Utah 84020 

 

We’re on the Web 

http://www.utahdressagesociety.net 

Facebook:  Utah Dressage Society 
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UDS Show Dates 
Please note a change away from our usual show date in August: 

 

 

2010 UDS Annual Show: Friday, June 25th and Saturday, June 26th.  

The date was moved to June 2010 so that the UDS could provide qualifying classes for it’s riders. Leaving the UDS Annual 

Show in August, as is customary, would have not allowed 30 days before the Region 5 Championships (September 2-5, 2010), 

which is required for a class to qualify for the Regional Championships. This change is for 2010 only; in 2011 we will return to 

our usual show dates in August although we will be moving one week earlier.  

 

 

2011 UDS Annual Show: Friday, August 12th and Saturday, August 13th.  

 

NOTE:   Since this year is different,  scheduling wise, please note that qualifying for our Regional Champi-

onships has to be done by August 5, 2010! 


