
by Sally Schaffer and Amanda Trickett 

The hardiness of the Utah dressage rider was 

once more demonstrated as a large group braved 

horrible weather to participate in and audit the 

second part of the USDF òLó program. 

We all appreciated the insight and education that 

Janet had to offerñshe comes with impeccable 

qualifications (amongst many other things, Janet 

is an FEI òIó judge, USDF/USEF òSó judge and 

USDF Sport Horse òRó Breeding Judge, and a 

USDF Gold Medal holder,) and a gift for teaching 

and communication. 

Having been a member of the USDF test-writing 

committee, Janet is extraordinarily well qualified 

to teach both nascent judges and the rest of the 

dressage population what the requirements are 

to score well at those tests. 

The morning lectures at the Zermatt Resort were 

supported by a range of very clear, informative 

videos that really helped us to clarify what the 

gaits and movements were meant to ideally look 

like and how individual movements should be 

scored.  This carried through to the afternoon 

demonstration rides at Sage Creek, where indi-

vidualñ                                  Continued on page 2 

movements and complete tests from Training 

through Second Level were dissected and 

scored by both Janet and the òLó Candidates. 

L  JU D G E  CA N D I D A T E  PR O G R A M W I T H  JA N E T  F O Y  
SE S S I O N BñG A I T S  
 

The UDS Annual Banquet was on a cold, 

but beautiful evening.  There were 110 

places set and I saw very few empty seats.  

The atmosphere at the Homestead was 

warm, cozy, comfortable . 

 

This year the UDS honored a special per-

son, Eva Adolphi.  Itõs a little hard to see 

the glass vase that her flower arrangement 

was in, but it was lovely and inscribed.  Eva 

has spent 40 years as an integral part of 

dressage in Utah and enjoys training 

horses, riders, being a TD at shows 

throughout our region and advising the 

UDS Board 
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movements and complete tests 

from Training through Second 

Level were dissected and scored 

by both Janet and the òLó Candi-

dates. 

It was refreshing to see her em-

phasis on using a full range of 

scores, both high and low, for 

every movement, and also her 

insistence on positive, though 

truthful, comments that actually 

mean something.  (òNiceó is nei-

ther a useful comment or qualifier 

in Janetõs book!)  But she also 

warned the candidates against 

coaching in their commentsñ

judging what you see in front of 

you, and not offering comments 

that could be seen as a guarantee 

of future success, are very impor-

tant.   

Yet again, Janet emphasized her 

view that a score of 65% or more 

at the highest test of the level 

should be in place before any of us 

consider moving up a level.  How-

ever, if judges arenõt scared to use 

the full range of scores, and riders 

ride well, this shouldnõt be an im-

possible goal. 

The first day was all about Training 

and First level.  The second day 

advanced to Second Level. 

The demo riders were just great, 

and for their trouble, all got marvel-

ous, concise mini-clinics from 

Janet.  Weõve really got some lovely 

quality horses and ridersñ

particularly young ridersñcoming 

up through the ranks in Utah at the 

moment.  The quality of the gaits 

of the horses shown was some-

times really exceptional, and Janet 

wanted that quality to be well re-

warded, but not at the expense of 

accuracy. 

 

Whichever level she was looking 

at, a couple of her big issues were 

the telescoped, short neck, and 

the horse that was too low in the 

poll.  She wants to see horses free, 

forward and happy in their work, 

fulfilling the directives of the level 

they are being ridden at. 

Janet also shared some òoff the 

recordó comments about the state 

of judging in the rest of the world, 

and the prospects for the US team 

at the up and coming WEG. 

We are extraordinarily lucky to 

have a teacher of the quality and 

knowledge of Janet Foy come to 

Utah, and it was good to see a 

significant turnout of dedicated 

people, despite the condition of 

the roads, on both days. 

Sage Creek did the event proud, 

the arena and the footing were in 

great condition, it was easy to 

see what was going on, warm 

enough to be able to concen-

trate, and a constant flow of 
chocolate to the candidates kept 

their moods sweet and their 

comments positiveé Thank you 

for it all, Sage Creek team! 

And many thanks again to the 

UDS team for all the hard work 

you have put into getting this 

program together! 

Onward now to Session C, with 

Tracey Lert, which will be held at 

Oak Hill Stables on March 

13 th/14 th.   Session C focuses on 

basics, collective marks, rider 

biomechanics and equitation (itõs 

going to take a strong spirit to be 

a demo rider for that one!) 

I for one am very much looking 

forward to another great learning 

opportunity. 
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L  P R O G R A M  C O N T I N U E D  SE S S I O N  B  C O N T  

 Saturday morning at the Zermatt Resort Hotel                                                                           

Who came to 

the L Program? 

At most L Program 

series, only 20 

auditors are 

presentñwe had 

60! 
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Come AUDIT 

 

Anyone can Audit.  
The L Program has 
one more session:  
Session C on Mar 
13-14, 2010 and will 
be located at Oak 
Hills.  As members 
of the UDS, you get 
a discount.  It is 
amazing!  Come 
join us at the next 
session!  Oh and 
donõt forget to re-
new your member-
ship for 2010.  This 
session is about the 
rider! 
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T H O U G H T S F R O M T H E  PR E S I D E N T 

L  P R O G R A M  C O N T I N U E D  SE S S I O N  B  C O N T ñ  M O R E  P I C T U R E S  

Another Awards Banquet has come and gone.  All I can say is that they keep getting better 
and better!  Thanks to Corrine Cody and the rest of the Board for making the evening a 
good one and for stepping up in my absence.  Eva Adolphi accepting her award for 40 years 
of service was the high light of the evening and thanks to Julie Fox for a great slide 
show!  That will be a special memory for many.  I was sorry to have missed it.  I look for-
ǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ōŀƴǉǳŜǘΣ ǘƘŜ / {Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά[έ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ IƻǊǎŜ 9ȄǇƻ 
coming up  in a few weeks.  The UDS Board is planning some fun activities for this summer 
and fall so stay tuned and watch your newsletters and emails!  


